SrupENT MEETINGS AND Fre_p [rips 
Two STUDENT MEETINGS and two field trips will be held in April. At the 
regular lecture meeting on Saturday, April 7, 2:00 p.M., Room 214, Simson 
African Hall, Mr. Raymond Smith will tell about the “Origin and Develop- 
ment of the Exhibits in the African Hall.” He will illustrate his talk with 
lantern slides. Following this will be the third installment of the Museum 
Tour, a trip behind scenes in the Aquarium. 

The following day, Sunday, April 8, the student members will go by bus 
to Moss Beach to learn at first hand something about sea life and to bring 
back some specimens. Details will be announced at the Saturday afternoon 
mecting. 

On Sunday afternoon, April 15, the students will meet on the steps of the 
Simson African Hall at roo o'clock to go on another trip to the sand dunes. 
This time they will collect plants, any animals they can find, and any other 
material pertinent to the construction of their ecological exhibit on the “Life 
on the San Francisco Sand Dunes in Spring.” Don't forget to bring car fare. 

The regular discussion meeting will be held on Saturday afternoon, April 21 
at 2:00 o'clock in Room 214, Simson African Hall. Following the meeting there 
will be moving pictures, then a trip through the Botany Department under 


the leadership of Mr. J. T. Howell. 
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A pril Announcement 


THE REGULAR ApRIL MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be 
held in the Auditorium of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company, 245 Market 
Street, on Wednesday evening, April 4, at 8:00 o'clock. Following a brief 
business meeting the first of the spring series of lectures on the Walter B. 
Scaife Foundation will be given by Professor Walter Mulford, Chairman of 
the Department of Forestry in the College of Agriculture of the University 
of California. Professor Mulford will take as his subject: 


Wuart Is ro Be tHe Furure oF Our CALirornia Forests? 
THE DEMANDS OF WAR are necessarily causing the harvesting of California 
timber at an unprecedented rate, In the postwar period, huge amounts of 
American timber will continue to be needed for reconstruction and develop- 
ment. Furthermore, a multitude of new and important uses for wood, resulting 
from research in wood chemistry and wood physics, make it certain that the 
permanent demand for forest products will continue at a high level. Califor- 
nia’s forests can contribute their share of wood, and at the same time continue 
to delight us with their beauty, inspire us through their cultural values, 
rejuvenate us with renewed health, preserve scientific values for the naturalist, 
shelter wildlife, and do their part in holding our fertile soil and in helpfully 
regulating our water supply. How can it be done? By whom? 

These two questions, important to all Californians, will be the theme of the 
lecture. It will be illustrated with lantern slides. 

The public is cordially invited, 

Se 
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its 
meeting on March 22, 1945, approved the applications of Mrs. Charles H. 
Bentley, Mr. Henry Colle, Mr. Heber M. Ellsworth, Dr. William M. Ingram, 
Professor Walter Mulford, and Mr. H. D. Squires for Membership, and of 
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Mr. John Cummings, Mr. Harold E. Nelson, and Miss Lillian Schafer for 
Student Membership in the California Academy of Sciences. If no objection 
to the election of these applicants be received at the office of the Academy 
within two weeks after March 30, they will be considered elected. 
<p 
Cover PicTURE 
THE PHOTOGRAPH on page 1 of this News Letter, selected as appropriate to 
Professor Mulford’s lecture, represents a scene ina redwood grove only a short 
distance from the well-known “Avenue of the Giants” in Humboldt County. 
It was very kindly supplied by the Save-the-Redwoods League. 
<> 
PoIsson p AVRIL 

ApriL-FOoLs’ DAY or All-Fools’ Day is the name given to the first of April in 
allusion to the custom of playing practical jokes on friends on that day, or 
sending them on fools’ errands. The origin of this custom has been much 
disputed; it is in some way a relic of those once universal festivities held at the 
vernal equinox, which, beginning on old New Year’s Day, March 25, ended 
on April 1. In India, at the feast of Huli, the last day of which is March 31, the 
chicf amusement is the befooling of people by sending them on fruitless and 
foolish errands. Though April 1 appears to have been anciently observed in 
Great Britain as a general festival, it was apparently not until the beginning 
of the 18th century that the making of April fools was a common custom. In 
Scotland the custom was known as “hunting the gowk,” i.e., the cuckoo, and 
April-fools were “April-gowks,” the cuckoo being there, as it is in most lands, 
a term of contempt. In France the person befooled is known as poisson d’avril. 

For the above information we are indebted to the Encyclopaedia Britannica. 
For the stimulus which prodded us to consult that well-known opus we are 
indebted to a small, misguided segment of the local population best described 
in the concluding words of the foregoing paragraph—pardon our French! 

On the last April-fools’ Day of which we kept check, the Academy received 
55 calls—approximately one every five minutes for the first five hours of the 
day—for the following assorted characters: Mr. or Miss Fish, Trout, Seal, 
Herring, Haddock, Shark, Fin, Sculpin, Pike, Sturgeon, Minnow, Lamb, Lion, 
and Birdbrain. 

This year our switchboard operator is going to laugh and laugh at the 


expense of would-be pranksters. April 1 comes on Sunday. 
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